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Assistant Editor, The Ohio State University
Wayne State Student Goes Treasure Hunting at Yellowstone National Park 
By Stefanie A. Caloia
Last summer I took an internship at the Yellowstone 
Research Library in Gardiner, Montana, right outside 
Yellowstone National Park. My M.L.I.S. program requires 
a practicum, but I did not want to wait another year to get 
more experience. So I returned to dorm living for the first 
time since my freshman year of undergrad, saw amazing 
landscapes and animals, and most importantly, received 
hands-on experience in a research library. The Yellowstone 
Research Library is located in a relatively new building, 
called the Heritage and Research Center. This building 
also houses the park’s museum storage, a herbarium, a 
number of labs, and the archives of the park administra-
tion (affiliated with the National Archives and Records 
Administration), as well as records from concessioners, 
personal manuscript collections, and more. 
It is not your typical national park library and archives 
facility. Most collections reside in cramped structures 
that primarily serve another purpose and have inadequate 
storage space, temperature and humidity controls, and pest 
control. The former space for the Yellowstone Research 
Library was in the basement of a visitor’s center, which 
experienced f looding whenever the public restrooms 
backed up. The new facility has plenty of room for 
growth, proper storage facilities, a nice reading room for 
researchers, and properly functioning pipes. The library 
has more than 20,000 items on every topic imaginable 
that is related to Yellowstone. Since Yellowstone was the 
first national park, the library also has a lot of materials 
on early national park history. As an intern, I was able to 
try my hand at everything in this small library, including 
reference, original and copy cataloging, interlibrary loan 
requests, repair and preservation, issuing library cards, 
and leading tours of the facility. 
Spreading the Wealth
One experience I did not expect to ever have was driving 
the bookmobile. Given the size of the park (two million 
acres), many staff members are unable to get to the library 
during its operating hours. The bookmobile provided a 
great opportunity for me to see many other areas of the 
park while connecting more people with the resources of 
the library. Park staff members are the main patrons of 
the library and archives, especially rangers working on 
interpretation. One ranger I helped was collecting infor-
mation on the 25th Infantry Bicycle Corps. In 1896, this 
group of soldiers rode bicycles from Missoula, Montana, 
to Yellowstone, a distance well over 300 miles. It turns out 
that a sporting-goods company provided the bicycles in an 
effort to convince the military that they were as good as 
horses. Other library visitors are independent researchers 
and people just passing through who are curious about 
the facility and learning more about the park. Common 
research requests from these patrons relate to genealogy. 
Many people have only a name of a relative they believe 
to have worked in the park. The archives do not contain 
many records related to individual employees, but once 
in a while they strike gold. 
Uncovering Gems
One family came in looking for information on an uncle, 
whom they believed had built one of the structures in 
Mammoth, inside the park. To their advantage, they 
knew the name of the building, though we found that 
who exactly had built it was disputed. Fortunately, the 
park historian had done some research into the building, 
and we did have some records of the uncle, who, it turns 
out, was a longtime caretaker. We were able to find how 
long he stayed, when he left, and where he went after 
leaving. The patrons were so excited to have found any 
information, let alone as much as we did. I felt like I had 
successfully completed a treasure hunt. 
By the end of the summer, I had a new-found apprecia-
tion for the American West, and national parks and their 
history. I never would have learned about these pieces 
of history if not for this internship, which is one of the 
Heritage and Research Center.
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reasons I chose the library and archives field. Working at 
the Heritage and Research Center was a great combination 
of library, archives, and research experience. It was great 
to meet and work with library and archives professionals 
outside of school and to put what I have learned in my 
classes to the test in a real working environment.
Stefanie A. Caloia is a student in the master’s degree program 
at Wayne State University’s School of Library and Informa-
tion Science and plans to graduate in August. She can be 
reached at StefanieCaloia@gmail.com.
UW-Milwaukee Student Cocurates Nashville 
Public Library Exhibit 
Tracey Howerton, a graduate student in University of Wis-
consin–Milwaukee’s School of Information Studies’ dis-
tance program, cocurated an archives exhibit that opened 
in January at the Nashville Public Library (NPL). The 
exhibit, “Electrifying Times: How Power Transformed 
Our City,” included Nashville Electric Service records 
documenting the power company’s efforts to persuade 
rural Nashville residents to use electricity, photos of the 
city’s first downtown streetlights, and advertisements for 
appliances such as hair dryers and percolators. Howerton, 
who processed the collection that the exhibit highlights, 
was responsible for the exhibit’s contents, and she also 
worked with the exhibit’s cocurator, Photo Specialist 
Beth Odle, to select images and case materials, and on 
the design of the exhibit postcard. Howerton, who plans 
Left to right: Sylvester and Ann Chambers with Tracey How-
erton and Beth Odle of the NPL Special Collections Division at 
the exhibit’s opening reception. Chambers donated the archival 
material used in the exhibit. 
View of west alcove of NPL’s courtyard gallery currently display-
ing the exhibit.
to graduate later this year, is a staff member of the NPL’s 
Special Collections Division. She can be contacted at 
Tracey.Howerton@nashville.gov. 
Archival Certification:
Validate your achievements,
knowledge and skills
The 2011 Certified Archivist examination will
be held August 24 in Chicago, Columbia (SC),
Dallas, Pittsburgh and Seattle -- and wherever
5 or more candidates wish to take it.
For more information and
a 2011 application, go to
www.certifiedarchivists.org or
contact the Academy of Certified
Archivists (aca@caphill.com
or 518-694-8471).
The application deadline
is May 15, so don’t wait!
